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Abstract:

Average temperatures around the world are already increasing, and climate change projections suggest that
global mean temperatures will continue to rise. As the effects, and projected effects, of climate change are
becoming clearer, it is more apparent that the health effects of heat exposure will need further investigation.
The risks associated with heat exposure are especially relevant to understandings of occupational health for
people involved in labouring or agricultural work in low-income countries. This review is a partial look at the
ways in which issues surrounding heat exposure and occupational health have been treated in some of the
available literature. This literature focuses on military-related medical understandings of heat exposure as
well as heat exposure in working environments. The ways that these issues have been treated throughout
the literature reflect the ways in which technologies of observation are intertwined with social attitudes. The
effects of heat on the health of working people, as well as identification of risk groups, will require further
research in order to promote prophylactic measures as well as to add to understandings of the actual and
potential consequences of climatic change.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3011881   

Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Temperature

Temperature: Extreme Heat, Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  
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specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Injury, Other Health Impact

Other Health Impact: heat stroke; heat stress

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Workers

Other Vulnerable Population: military personnel

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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